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Note for teacher: You will have noticed in Braithwaite’s poem there are many references to
‘intersecting triangles’ and ‘trellises’. This may be taken as a key reference to Ogun himself as
when this Orixa is called to a ceremony or masquerade to honour him, his veve (pronounced
veyvey) or sign that is drawn out on the ground to invite him down to the ceremony, is
distinguished by an intricate geometrical design that is much like a trellis work. As the drums
invite him so does the veve the two work together in the ceremony. In New Orleans, the
African-American and African-Caribbean people often incorporated influences from these
Orixa designs into the steel artwork on balconies and so on, and such designs have now
become famous and prized art works in New Orleans. The mathematical accuracy as well as
the artistic ability to create what appears to be a simple diagram is best demonstrated by
letting the students attempt to make one themselves — drawing or using flour and salt free
hand (similar to what happens in the actual ceremonies) to recreate the veve freehand. This
is best done using small amounts of flour and salt on black sugar paper where they have
already drawn out the veve freehand!

The similarity to the trellis work is shown by the contrast to an ordinary trellis in a garden
provided here. This visual comparison is important in helping children get an understanding of
the hidden meanings woven into the verses of Ogun which make reference to trellises and
triangles as mentioned earlier.



